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he Cleburne City Coun-
cil consists of four single-
member district seats and 
a mayor.  

In the single-member dis-
trict system, each area 
elects its own representa-
tive. The mayor, however, 
is elected by all residents 
eligible to vote.  

Cleburne has a council-
manager system of govern-
ment. Under this system, 
an elected council makes 
policy and passes ordi-
nances, and the city man-
ager supervises city opera-

tions and implements poli-
cies adopted by the coun-
cil.  

Council members serve 
two-year terms. The coun-
cil meets at 5 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at Cleburne 
City Hall, 10 N. Robinson 
St. The city hall building 
anchoring the east end of 
downtown, formerly 
housed a post office. The 
public is encouraged to 
attend council meetings. 
For information, call 817-
645-0908 or visit 
www.cleburne.net.  
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Whistle Stop is one event you do not want to miss!!!  

ver the past 20 years, Whis-
tle Stop Christmas has be-
come a wonderful experi-

ence for visitors who stroll through 
Hulen Park enjoying over 3 million 
Christmas lights and festivities. 
Cleburne has been known as a 
“train community” for many years, 
and Engine 3417 is on display in 
the Park. The engine is beautifully 
decorated every year, and children 
of all ages are allowed to blow the 
train whistle during the lighted 
Christmas parade.  

The Cleburne Chamber of Com-

merce Foundation began hosting 
Whistle Stop in 1996, and it has 
grown each year. The foundation 
awards scholarships every year to 
students who assist in decorating 
the park. Whistle Stop’s Title Spon-
sor since 2008 is Members Credit 
Union and the Co-Event Sponsors 
are Heritage Trails Nursing and Re-
hab, H.E.B Grocery Store, and 
Ridgeview Rehab and Skilled Nurs-
ing. Since the beginning of October, 
volunteers have been working on 
decorating the park for the Lighting 
Ceremony on the Monday before 
Thanksgiving.   
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The Lighting Ceremony begins 
at 6:30 p.m. with the Texas Tradi-
tion Chorus followed by the 
lighting of the park at 7:00 p.m. 
The park will remain lit until De-
cember 31st.   

 “All I want for Christmas…” is 
the theme for the 2016 lighted 
Christmas parade on December 2nd 

beginning at 6:30 p.m.  After the 
parade, come to Hulen Park for 
pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
children train rides, vendors, food 
trucks, and more! 

 To celebrate 20 years of 
Whistle Stop Christmas there will 
be family friendly events the first 
three Saturdays in December. The 
events include a Movie in the park, 
special programs by local church-
es, pictures with Santa & Mrs. 
Claus and more. Bring your family 
to celebrate the magic and share 

your memorable Christmas experi-
ence at #WhistleStopCleburne. 

   The Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation would like to thank our 
title sponsor Members Credit Un-
ion and the Co-Event Sponsors 
Heritage Trails Nursing and Rehab, 
H.E.B Grocery Store and Ridgeview 
Rehab and Skilled Nursing. Other 
sponsors include Atoms Energy, 
Joy McHargue State Farm Insur-
ance, Sagentic Web Design, Dugger 
Electric, First Financial Bank, Pin-
nacle Bank, Citizens National Bank 
of Texas, Walmart DC, and 
Grandview Bank. Thank you for 
your support of Whistle Stop 
Christmas. 

  Visit our Whistle Stop website 
www.whistlestopchristmas.org for 
the schedule of events or call 888-
5CLEBURNE.  
 

http://www.whistlestopchristmas.org/
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Take a trip down Cleburne’s Homecoming memory lane!! 

he Layland Museum of History is 
proud to announce a special exhibit, 
Mum’s the Word: Homecoming Mums, a 
Texas Tradition. Admission is free, and 

the exhibit is open through December 31 dur-
ing regular museum hours: Monday through 
Friday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., and Saturday 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. The exhibit is sponsored 
by Flybox Wifi and Southwestern Adventist 
University. 

Native Texans are often surprised to learn that 
residents of other states have never heard of 
Homecoming Mums. The folk art tradition is 
unique to Texas and is one of the many ways 
Texans show their devotion to high school 
football. In the Layland exhibit, photographs, 
newspapers, actual Homecoming Mums, and 
other spirit items trace the 75-year history of 
Homecoming Mums, particularly at Cleburne 
High School. 

Guest curator of the exhibit is Chloe Northrop, 

an Associate Professor of History at Tarrant 
County College. She received a Ph.D. from the 
University of North Texas in History with a mi-
nor in Art History. Northrop is also a continuing 
visiting lecturer at Southwestern Adventist Uni-
versity.  

Visitors of all ages are invited to weave ribbons 
into bookmark-length “spirit streamers” in 
Cleburne High School’s black and gold. Group 
tours for groups of 8 or more are free of 
charge but must be scheduled at least two 
weeks in advance at 817-645-0940 or muse-
um@cleburne.net.  

Located in the 1905 former Carnegie Library of 
Cleburne, Texas, the Layland Museum focuses 
on local history and regional home life.  For 
more information, call the Layland Museum at 
817-645-0940.  

 

mailto:museum@cleburne.net
mailto:museum@cleburne.net


SEPTEMBER 20 - DECEMBER 31, 2016 AT THE LAYLAND MUSEUM OF HISTORY (FREE EXHIBIT)  

201 N CADDO ♦ CLEBURNE, TX 76031 ♦ WWW.LAYLANDMUSEUM.COM ♦ 817.645.0640 
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The new Museum opens to the public on Saturday, November 5 

Cleburne, Texas – In 1898, Cleburne became 
home to the largest railroad shops west of the 
Mississippi.  On November 5, the community will 
celebrate the opening of its new Railroad Muse-
um with a free street fair from 11:00 a.m. 
through 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 5 
with a band, reenactments, food, presentations 
and tours of the new museum.  

The museum will feature the 75 year history of 
Cleburne’s Santa Fe shops.  The shops increased 
the city’s population from a few hundred to tens 
of thousands almost overnight and was the cen-
tral economic force for the community until the 
shops were closed in 1988.  

The museum building at 206 N. Main has been 
completely renovated to house an exhibit gal-
lery, collection and archival storage, a reading 
area, and an Oral History room to record inter-
views with railroaders. Dozens of local railroad-
ers and their families have donated nearly 500 
artifacts ranging in size from a postcard to a 
2,000 pound safe that could only be moved by 
an automobile wrecker. 

YouTube invitation from the mayor:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mhG00ywBF1c 

WHERE: 206 N. Main in downtown Cleburne 

WHEN: 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Saturday,  

November 5 

Media Contacts 

Jessica Baber, Layland Museum Manager  
817-645-0940 

 
Mark Banton, Railroad Museum Advisory      

Committee Chair, former railroader 
 817-641-4606 

 
Scott Cain, Mayor, City of Cleburne  

817-933-3020 
 

Cathy Marchel, President, Cleburne Chamber of 
Commerce  

817-645-2455 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhG00ywBF1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhG00ywBF1c
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NOV 3--12 Plaza Theatre Co. presents "Mary Poppins" 

 5,12,19,26 Songbird Live! 

 18--30 Plaza Theatre Co. presents "A Christmas Carol" 

 18-19 Pioneer Days 

 21 Whistle Stop Christmas Lighting 
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